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CHAPTER XVII
WILLIAM PITT AND ENGLAND'S AWAKENING

FOR some months there was a lull in the great campaign.
The Canadian peasant farmers who formed part of Mont-
calm's army, had to return to their lands to attend to the
crops, the food-supplies of the country being dangerously
scarce.

In Quebec, at this time, the corruption of the Canadian
Government had reached a greater pitch of villainy than ever
before. The Intendant, or Minister of Finance, was an un-
scrupulous knave named Bigot, whose one aim in life was to
amass a big fortune at the expense of his King and the
Canadian people. Millions were sent out from France to
supply the sinews of war, but the soldiers were ragged and
half-starved, while the Intendant and his rascally officials
gorged themselves with the plunder.

The great fur trade, which formed the means of livelihood of
about two-thirds of the Canadians, was of little profit to the
trappers, who risked their lives to obtain the valuable coats of
the wild animals in the mountains and woods, as they received
the smallest prices for their furs from the Government agents,
who made fabulous profits for themselves when exporting them
to Europe. The grain of the small farmer was bought up at
a 'price fixed by law, and retailed again at famine prices.
Even the food-supplies sent out for the relief of the people by
the French Ministers were seized by Bigot and his gang, who
sold them instead of distributing them, and put the proceeds in
their own pockets.

Another great danger to the future of the French in Canada
was the jealousy between the Governor de Vaudreuil and the
Marquis de Montcalm. De Vaudreuil was a petty-minded,
ignoble man, with a tremendous opinion of his own dignity,
importance, and genius, and he not only hampered the move-